25 JANUARY 2025 Parish Newsletter
THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (A)

TODAY’S MASS READING: Parish Mass Book, from page 128

A - Readings Next Sunday: 1st
1st Reading (1s.9:1b-4) 2nd Reading ( 1Cor 1:10-13,17) Gospel (Mt 4: 12-23)

Reading (Zeph. 2:3;3:12-13).
2nd Reading (1Cor 1:26-31).

Today’s readings speak to us about light, call, and response. Isaiah in the Gospel (Mtt.5: 1-12a)

first reading speaks to a people who have known darkness of oppression,

fear, and uncertainty, and proclaims a powerful promise to them thus: “The

people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.” This light is not just relief from suffering; it is the
presence of God breaking into human history with hope, direction, and new life. In the Gospel, Matthew
tells us that this prophecy is fulfilled in Jesus. Interestingly, Jesus does not begin his ministry in Jerusalem,
the centre of religious power. Instead, he goes to Galilee, a place seen as ordinary, mixed, and even insig-
nificant. It is there, among fishermen and working people, that the light begins to shine. Jesus’ first words
are striking in their simplicity: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” Repentance here does not
simply mean feeling sorry for sins. It means a change of direction, a reorientation of life, turning away
from darkness and turning towards the light of Christ. Immediately after this call, Jesus meets Simon Pe-
ter, Andrew, James, and John. He does not give them a long explanation or detailed plan. He simply says:
“Come after me, and | will make you fishers of men.” And the Gospel tells us that at once they leave their
nets and follow him. This is remarkable. These men leave behind their livelihood, their security, and their
familiar routines. Why? Because the light they encounter in Jesus is more compelling than anything they
leave behind. St Paul, in the second reading, brings this message into the life of the Church. He pleads for
unity and warns against divisions. When Christ is no longer the centre, communities fall into rivalry, ego,
and fragmentation. But when we keep our eyes on Christ, the light draws us together rather than pulling
us apart. This Sunday is also known as Word of God Sunday, reminding us that Christ continues to call us
today through Scripture. The same Word that called fishermen by the Sea of Galilee now calls us in our
homes, workplaces, parishes, and daily struggles. Each of us has “nets” we cling to, habits, fears, comfort
zones, resentments, or even a sense of self-sufficiency. Jesus does not condemn us for having them. But
he invites us to let go, to trust him, and to follow. Following Christ does not mean instant perfection. It
means daily conversion, daily listening, and daily choosing light over darkness, truth over convenience,
love over indifference, unity over division. As we celebrate this Eucharist, Christ once again walks along
the shore of our lives. He looks at us with the same loving gaze and says: “Come after me.” May we have
the courage to respond, not tomorrow, not later, but today. Amen.

Parish Priest: Fr Celestine Ekwueme

Email: celestineekwueme@rcaos.org.uk




PARISH INFORMATION AND FAITH NEWS

Pope’s January prayer intention: For prayer with the Word of God. Let us pray that pray-
ing with the Word of God be nourishment for our lives and a source of hope in our com-
munities, helping us to build a more fraternal and missionary Church.

PARISH NOTICES

Happy New Year! As we begin this New Year, | wish
you all God’s blessings, good health, and peace. |
am deeply grateful to everyone who offered their
support, prayers, and assistance to the parish while
| was away. Your kindness, commitment, and sense
of responsibility are truly appreciated. May the New
Year bring renewed hope and grace to us all. And
thank you for your generous Christmas offering do-
nations.

Parish Secretary Role: The parish will be recruiting a
Part-Time Parish Secretary to assist with general
administration, correspondence, record-keeping,
and support for parish activities. Further details will
be shared in due course. Parishioners who may be
interested are encouraged to contact the parish
office. Please keep this in your prayers.

Racial Justice Sunday - 1st February, the theme is:
“Whoever loves God must also love his brother” (1 John
4:21): Promoting Racial Justice in our Parishes. Archbish-
op John Wilson will celebrate Mass for Racial Justice
Sunday at St George’s Cathedral on Sunday 1 February
2026, at 10am. It is a time for the Church to pray, reflect
and take action against racism, while celebrating the
diversity of our Archdiocese. Everyone is invited to take
part, and those who wish may wear national or cultural
dress as a sign of unity and pride. If you would like,
please gather outside the cathedral at 9.45am to join
the procession of national flags. After Mass, all are wel-
come to gather in Amigo Hall for refreshments — a
chance to meet one another, share experiences and
continue the conversation about faith and inclusion. You
are warmly encouraged to attend in person, but if you
cannot make it you can watch the livestream through
the following link: https://www.youtube.com/live/
fdmGwmESS

Pope’s World Day of Sick message: Love by bearing an-
other's pain. Pope Leo XIV releases his message for the
34th World Day of the Sick, 11th February, and invites
the faithful to consider the Samaritan's compassion and
how we too can offer love by bearing the pain of other.
Read full message on parish website.

St George’s Cathedral Second Collection 25" Janu-
ary For over half a century, St George’s Cathedral
has been the Mother Church of the Archdiocese of
Southwark, home to 175 parishes and over 50,000
Roman Catholics. For many Catholics living and
working across London and the South East of Eng-
land, St George’s has been a beacon of light. To-
day, St George’s Cathedral continues to attract
thousands of worshippers and visitors each year,
as well as serving a lively local parish community
which proudly reflects the rich cultural and ethnic
diversity of South London. The Cathedral frequent-
ly hosts important Diocesan and national celebra-
tions, as well as concerts and events for various
Catholic charities. There is a rich musical tradition,
maintaining a choir of boys and men, as well as a
girls’ choir, both of which sing at Sunday Masses
and on major feasts. In many respects, St George’s
Cathedral serves as a spiritual
home and ‘beehive’ for Catho-
lic evangelisation and mission
across the Archdiocese of E
Southwark. St George’s Cathe- -
dral is entirely reliant upon the generosity of its
parishioners, volunteers and the Archdiocese of
Southwark to keep its doors open. It does not re-
ceive Vatican or government funding, nor has an
endowment to rely on. Your support can enable
the Cathedral to remain open daily to those seek-
ing a place of peace, prayer and worship. Thank
you! Donate Online: www.rcaos.org.uk/Cathedral
Or Scan QR Code using telephone camera (right).
Telephone weekdays 9 am —5 pm: 020 7960 2504.
Cash / Cheque — please use the St George’s Cathe-
dral envelopes at the back of church.

World Leprosy Day, Sunday 25th January 26 - a time to
pray for and stand in solidarity with people affected by
leprosy around the world. On world leprosy day you
can donate to our partners ‘Friends of Ahoto’ sup-
porting the Padre Pio Rehabilitation Centre in Ghana
and their incredible work caring for the most vulnera-


http://www.rcaos.org.uk/Cathedral

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK

Saturday 24
6:30pm
Sunday 25
9am

11am
Monday 26
9:30am
Tuesday 27
9am

9:30am
Wednesday 28
9:30am
Thursday 29
11am

Friday 30
9:30am
Saturday 31
6:30pm
Sunday 01
9am

11am

Vigil, 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Holy Souls

3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sheila Posper RIP

Pro Populo

Sts Timoty and Titus

No Mass

Feria

No Adoration

No Mass

St Thomas Aquinas

No Mass

Feria

No Mass.

Feria

Annie D’'Souza RIP

Vigil, 4th Sunday Ordinary Time
Annie D'Souza, RIP

4th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Oliver Kelly RIP

Pro Populo

PARISH MINISTRY

READERS:

24th/25th 13th/14th
6:30pm Liane Preetha
9am Dorothy/Kene Savio

11am Anne-Lise/Melba Marie-France/Nana

Eucharistic Ministers

6:30pm  Annabel Jenny
9am Lawrence Zena
11am Kereine Patience
Church Cleaning:

ORDINARY TIME BEFORE LENT: In Ordinary Time no particular aspect of the mystery of Christ is cele-
brated, but rather the mystery of Christ itself is honoured in its fulness, especially on Sundays.

CYCLE OF PRAYER - Intentions for Ordinary Time before Lent:

Peace on Earth - especially on the Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

Openness to the Word of God - especially on the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

For Justice and Peace in the World - especially on Racial Justice Day

Christian Unity - especially during the Church Unity Octave

The Victims of Trafficking & Those who Work to Combat it - especially on 8th February

The Sick & Those who Care for them - especially on World Day of the Sick 11th February

The Unemployed - especially on the First Sunday of Lent the Day for the Unemployed



( WE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS THOSE WHO HAVE RECENTLY DIED IN OUR PARISH COMMUNITY, A

AND THOSE WHOSE ANNIVERSARY OF DEATH OCCUR AROUND THIS TIME, MAY THEY REST IN PEACE.
AMEN.
Anthony Walsh RIP
g J
HOSPITAL CONTACTS: If you or a member of your fam-
ily are admitted to our local hospitals, do please let the

hospital’s Catholic chaplain know.
St George’s Hospital: 02087253069 / 02086721255)

Kings Hospital: If outside hospital —02032993522. in-
side the hospital call extension 33522

Croydon University Hospital: 02084013105
St Thomas’ Hospital: 02071881187/02071881186

Guy'’s Hospital: 02071881185/02071889576

PARISH SCHEDULES
Sunday Mass Times : RECONCILIATION/CONFESSIONS
6:30pm (Sat), 9am and 11am Saturdays: 5:30pm to 6:15pm and on call.
Week Day Mass Times: PARISH OFFICE HOURS

Tuesday ; 7pm Open Office: Fridays 10am to 12:30pm and

Wednesday & Friday; 9:30am 2:30pm to 4:30pm.
Thursday; 11am @ British Home Other days with appointment, please.
First Fridays; 12noon. UCM:

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 12noon Every First Friday

Tuesdays; 6:00pm CHOIR REHEARSALS:
Baptisms, Marriage, Funerals: Contact the Parish Wednesdays; 7:30pm @ the Church.
Office.

DIVINE MERCY GROUP

Youth Club:
Sundays; after 11am mass @ the Divine Mercy Altar

4:30pm Every 3rd Saturday

RCIA: Contact Parish Office

4 )

Setting up a Standing Order is the most efficient way to make a donation to the parish without in-

We are grateful for all you do to support the parish.

curring fees. You can use the following details for one-off donation or to set up a Standing Order
or Direct Debit. NatWest Bank: Account Name: RCAS Norwood West, Sort Code: 60-23-19; Account
Number: 44115369. Thank You!

. J




